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In a nutshell 27
In limiting environments such as drylands, alpine, or unfertile habitats, some plants 28 benefit from growing close to others that ameliorate extreme conditions, improve 29 resource availability, or protect against herbivory 30
The effect known as facilitation has implications for restoration where physical 31 conditions or herbivores constrain plant performance 32
The application of facilitation to restoration projects may improve the establishment 33 of target plants, mimicking a natural process 34
Species traits and site characteristics influence success rate and should be carefully 35 considered 36 37 Plant interactions strongly influence community structure and dynamics, and are 38 responsible for the presence or absence of particular species in a community. 39
Traditionally, competition has been the most studied aspect of those interactions, so that 40 ecological models have focused for decades on negative interactions, overlooking the 41 existence of positive effects between plants. In the past 15 years, however, research has 42 highlighted the role of positive plant interactions (facilitation) in almost all biomes 43 spp), and small and thorny shrubs. In contrast, a significant negative influence was seen 126 with rockroses (Cistus spp), probably the result of allelopathy. In fact, the harsher the 127 ecological conditions, the stronger the facilitative effect of the nurse plants. advantage. In such cases, the association could have negative rather than positive 183 effects. Buckley (1984) found no positive effects using nurse crops in fertile sites, 184 because their rapid growth depleted soil resources, whereas in less fertile fields crops 185 grew less and the thinner cover improved the survival of sycamore maple seedlings. In 186 research conducted by Marquez and Allen (1996) , at a site where soil resources and 187 climatic conditions did not constrain establishment (reflected by 100% survival in 188 control plots) sagebrush seedlings growing close to legumes were restricted rather than 189 favored by nurse plants. 
